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SUBJECT: US-USSR ENERGY AGREEMENT: SUPERCONDUCTING TRANSMISSION 
(08.0207) 

1 . DURING 25 APRIL MEETING WITH SCICOUNS AT THE MINPOWER, DEPUTY 
MINISTER LOPATIN RAISED THE QUESTION OE US-SOVIET COOPERATION IN 
SUPERCONDUCTING POWER TRANSMISSION AND QUESTION OE REFRIGERATOR - 
CABLE EXCHANGE IN THE LIGHT OF THE LONG/LEVITOV LETTER. ACCORDING 
TO OPATIN, LONG'S LETTER HAD CAUSED CONSIDERABLE BEWILDERMENT 
AND DISAPPOINTMENT TO LEVITOV AND THE REST OF THE SOVIET SIDE. 

FIRST, THE U.S. HAD PROMISED IN 1973 TO PROVIDE THE 
REERIGERATOR AND HAD REPEATED THIS PROMISE EACH YEAR SINCE. 

FOR THAT REASON, THE SOVIET SUPERCONDUCTING TRANSMISSION PROGRAM 
WAS BUILT UPON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE U.S. REFRIGERATOR 
WOULD BE SUPPLIED; THE SOVIETS HAD MADE NO INTERNAL COMMITTMENT 
FOR THEIR OWN REFRIGERATOR FOR THE COLD-TEMPERATURE ASPECTS 
OF THEIR PROGRAM. SECONDLY, LONG'S REEERENCE TO "MAJOR 
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CUTBACKS IN DOMESTIC PROGRAMS" WAS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ON ENERGY PRIORITIES, WHICH INCLUDED 
STRONGEST EMPHASIS ON ENERGY CONSERVATION MEASURES. LOPATIN 
ADDED THAT ENERGY LOSSES SOLELY EROM TRANSMISSION AMOUNT TO 
TEN PERCENT OE GENERATED ELECTRIC POWER AND THAT SOVIETS ARE 
THEREFORE PUSHING THEIR OWN SUPERCONDUCTING PROGRAM. 
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2. LOPATIN EXPRESSED FURTHER DISAPPOINTMENT THAT IN THE LONG 
LETTER IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT THE SUPERCONDUCTING 
TRANSMISSION WORKING GROUP BE CUT FROM 5 TO 2 SUBGROUPS. 

HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT ONE SOVDEL VISIT WOULD BE 
CONFINED TO STUDY OF EXPANDER JOINTS NOTING THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAD ALREADY SHOWN A U.S. DEL THE "ENTIRE SOVIET 
PROGRAM" IN SUPERCONDUCTING TRANSMISSION. 

3. LOPATIN NOTED THAT THE EXCHANGE OF CABLE AND REFRIGERATOR 
HAD BEEN REPEATEDLY AGREED IN JOINT MEMORANDA OF THE U.S.- 
SOVIET COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON SUPERCONDUCTING TRANSMISSION. 
THE SOVIETS ARE THEREFORE CHAGRINED TO FIND ERDA ATTEMPTING 
UNILATERALLY TO ANNOUNCE CHANGE IN LONGSTANDING BILATERAL 
AGREEMENT. LOPATIN HOPES THAT WHATEVER REDIRECTION IS 
NECESSARY FOR THE COOPERATION PROGRAM CAN BE WORKED OUT ON 

A JOINT, NOT UNILATERAL, BASIS AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE 
WORKING GROUP. LOPATIN SAID THAT THE LACK OF THE REFRIGERATOR 
WILL BE SEVERELY DISRUPTIVE, BUT THAT IT WOULD NOT CANCEL 
THE SOVIET'S OWN SUPERCONDUCTING PROGRAM. HE NOTED THAT THE 
SOVIET SIDE HAD BEEN PREPARED TO EXPAND THIS COOPERATIVE 
AREA. 

4. GIVEN DISAPPOINTMENT WHICH HE AND THE SOVIET 
SIDE EVIDENTLY FRET. WITH LONG'S LETTER, LOPATIN WAS 
UNEXPEDTEDLY CORDIAL. HOWEVER, IN DISCUSSING OTHER ITEMS 

OF THE ENERGY AGREEMENT IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION, LOPATIN 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE MINISTRY OF POWER AND ELECTRIFICATION 
SEES TO IT THAT AGREEMENTS SIGNED BY THEIR SOVIET 
REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE CARRIED OUT. IN DISCUSSING 
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PREPARATIONS FOR RECEIPT OF THE SUPERCONDUCTING MAGNET 
UNDER MHD COOPERATION (08.0208), LOPATIN EXPRESSED HOPE 
THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT RECEIVE "SUDDEN SHORT LETTER" 
ANNOUNCING THAT THE MAGNET WOULD NOT COME. END COMMENT 
TOON 
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